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Writing Childhoods: Power, Voice, and Agency
Module convenor: Dr Jane Carroll
Email address: Jane.Carroll@tcd.ie

Lecturers: Dr Jane Carroll, Prof Jarlath Killeen, Dr Padraic Whyte
ECTS weighting: 5

Year: Junior Fresh

Term taught: Michaelmas Term

Assessment: Essay

Tutorials for this module will begin in Week 3 of teaching term (see your timetable at
my.tcd.ie).

Module Description:

This team-taught module will explore the multiple ways in which literature has engaged
with ideas of childhood across several centuries. Through an examination of
mainstream/adult literature about childhood experience as well as literature written
specifically for children this module will introduce students to a variety of expressions and
cultural constructions of childhood in a diverse range of texts. The module will examine
texts through the lens of ‘childhood’ — with a particular focus on issues of power, voice, and
agency — and students will be encouraged to engage with subject areas such as
Romanticism, Evil and Innocence, Growing Up, The ‘Victorian’ Child, The Narrator’s Voice,
Life-Writing, Families, Agency and Rebellion, lllustration, Gender, Race, Ability, Class and
Sexuality.

Learning Outcomes:

On successful completion of this module, students should be able to:

« discuss and evaluate the construction of childhood and youth in a broad range of
writing across several centuries

« distinguish between ‘literary childhoods’ and ‘children’s literature’

« relate textual analysis to broader critical and cultural debates

« take responsibility for their own learning experience

« develop existing critical and analytical skills, become empowered citizens, and think
beyond the confines of ‘learning outcomes’

Module Lecture Schedule

Week 1 Introduction: Theorising Childhood | Jane Carroll
Peter Hollindale, Signs of Childness in Children’s Books (1997)

Week 2: Romantic Childhood | Jane Carroll
Extracts from William Wordsworth’s The Prelude (1850)
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Week 3: Evil and Innocence | Jarlath Killeen
Lionel Shriver, We Need to Talk about Kevin (2003)

Week 4: Growing Up | Padraic Whyte
JD Salinger, The Catcher in the Rye (1951)

Week 5: Reading Week | No Lecture

Week 6: The ‘Victorian’ Child | Jarlath Killeen
Lewis Carroll, Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland (1865)

Week 7: The Narrator’s Voice | Jane Carroll
Edith Nesbit, The Story of the Treasure Seekers (1899)

Week 8: Life-Writing | Padraic Whyte
Maya Angelou, | Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (1969)

Week 9: Visual Narratives | Jane Carroll
Alison Bechdel, Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic (2006)

Week 10: Agency and Rebellion | Padraic Whyte
Philip Pullman, His Dark Materials (1995 - 2000)

Week 11: Transformative Potential |Padraic Whyte
Philip Pullman, His Dark Materials (1995 - 2000)

Week 12: Wild Childhood | Jane Carroll
David Almond and Dave McKean (illus), The Savage (2008)
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